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YOR THE UNMVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
LETTER Xfi, 


INQUIRY CONCERNING THE 
PHRASE; SPIRIT OF GOD. 


(Continued from page 147.) 


Sir,—The remarks I have to make in this letter. are 
a cont ouation of those in my last, respec! *z what the 
scriptares say of the spirit of God, in regard to the Sav- 
iour. The two letters ought to be read in connexion, 
indeed were one, but are divided, as it would have 
been too long for one insertion. 

Immediately after the baptism of Jesus, and the des 
cent of the Spirit, we are told, “* Then was Jesus led 
up of the Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of 
the devil.’? Mat. iv. 1. Mark says, chapt. i. i2, “Im- 
mediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness.” 


After these temptations in the wilderness, Luke says, | 


chap. iv. 14, ** And Jesus returned in the power of 


as oni 


dom of God is come unto you.”? Thus, what in Mat- 
thew, is called, * the spirit of God,”’ is in Luke cail- 
ed the finger of God.” Let us then have recourse to 
the scriptures to see whether finger of God means the 
third person of the Godhead, or what it does mean.— 


which will assist us in determining its meaniug. In 
Exodus viii. 19, the magicians of Egypt not being able 
by their enchantments to bring forth lice, make the 
following confession, ‘* This is the finger of God.”— 
[ask here, wag the doctrine of the trinity known to 
| those heathen migicians? And did they mean by this 
| phrase, the third person in the Godhead? J hardly 
| think any person will assert this. I presume ail read- 


| 
| ing their confession, simply understand by the phrase, 





| ** finger of God,” the power of God, or, this is done Dy 
| the power of God. 

| Again, in Exodus xxxi. 18, we are told, that the 
| writing on the two tables of stone was, *“* written with 
‘toe finger of God.” Does the phrase finger of God 
| here, mean the third person of the Godhead ’?. I pre- 


ees ee = - v inti nan aes a 


The phrase finger of God occurs in the following texts | 


a — —— ——____] 


the finger. of God cast out devils, no doubt the king-| which the miracle had been accomplished, Many 


|other things might be added, but I forbear, 
| 3d. Not only did Jesus preach the gospel and work 
miracles by the spirit, but in Acts i, 2, we are told, 
that he was taken up, ‘‘ after that he through.the 
holy spirit had given commandments unto the apostles 
whom he had chosen.”’ All that is necessary to notice 
here is, that our Lord during his life often declared, 
that the words he spake, and the works he perform- 
ed, were given him from the Father. Here the com- 
| mandments delivered to the apostles just before he 
i was taken up are referred to him also. God was with 
him. His spirit rested on him. 
| In 1 Peter iii. 18, speaking of the resurrection of 
| Christ, itis said, he was ‘* quickened by the spirit,” 
| And in | Tim. iii. 16, referring to the same thing, that 
ke was ‘‘ justified in the spirit,” or rather * by the 
| spirit.”> And in Rom. i. 4, that he was ** declared te 
| be the Son of God with power, according to the ¢ spirit 
of holiness,’ or rather * holy spirit,’ by the, resurrection 
from the dead.’ Here we are told that Christ was 
/quickened, or raised from the dead by the spirit, but 


the spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of! siftne. all readine this text simply understand by it, | in other places we are told that God the Father raised 
ro) ~ . ’ 


him through ail the region round about. And he 
taught in their synagogues, being glorifed of all. And 
he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
np,” &c. 

After quceting all these texts, which have sucha 
connexion with each other, in addition to the remarks 
made, I shall sabmit for consideration the following ob- 
servations. 


| God himself, or the agency of God. Now let us com- 
|pare this text with 2 Cor. iij, 3, “* Forasmuch as ye 
|are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, 
‘ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the 
| spirit of the living God; not in table of stone, but in 


) fleshly tables of the beart.’’ Here there is an evident 
! reference to the text quoted from Exodus. What we 


| wish to notice is, that the writing in the tables of | 


him from the dead. And that he was raised by the 
power of God. 

4th. Jesus was not only anointed with the holy 
spirit to preach and work miracles, &c. But we are 
told that he was to baptise with the holy spirit. 

In various texts we are expressly informed that Je- 
sus was to “* Baplise with the holy spiril.” As the 
four Evangelists all speak of this it is unnecessary to 





Ist. Before this descent of the holy spirit on Jesns,! stone, and in the hearts of the Corinthians, seem both | quote all their accounts at length. See Mat. iii. 11. 


or his heing anointed with it, we do not read of his| ascribed to the same agent. Finger of God, and spirit | Mark i. 8. Luke iii. 16. John i. 33. Luke says, 
— ° ° . : ° 1. ioe « : ® 

aither preaching the gospel, or his working miracles. | of the living God, mean the same thing. They are | ** Jobn answered, saying upto them all, I indeed bap- 

That the spirit descended upon him, that he was a-|coryertible phrases. Notwithstanding this, though | | tize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, 


neiited of God with it for these very purposes, ought 
to be a litile more particularly noticed. That the 
spirit descended on him, that he nught,—Ist. Preach 
the gospel, is evident from Isa. Ixi. 1, and Luke iv. 
18, already quoted. It is expressly said, ** The spirit 
of the Lord God is upon me ; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek; he 


hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to pro- | 


claim liberty te the captives,’ &e. &c. After his re- 
turn from the wilderness to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, quoting this text, he tells the aud- 
ience, to whom he preached, * this day is this scrip- 
ture fulfilled in yourears.”’ But, 

2d. It is equally evident, that it was in consequence 
of this descent or anointing of the holy spirit, that he 
wrought miracles. Before this descent of the spirit, 
as we do not read of his preaching, neither do we read of 
his working miracles. I think nothing is plainer,than that 
hiswerking miracleswas in consequenceoi this anointing. 
Peter says, Acts x. 38, quoted above, ** God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the holy spirit, and with pow- 
er 


were oppressed of the devil,” &c. But our Lord's 


own testimony is explicit about this. He says, Mat. | 


xii. 28, ** And if I cast out devils by the spirit of God, 
then the kingdom ef God is come unto you.” 

It will not surely be questioned, that it was the 
fame spirit that descended, and with which he was 
anointed, and by which he cast out devils. ‘The ques: 
tion now to be settled here is, was this spirit the third 
person of the God-head, or what was it by which our | 
Lord preached the gospel and healed all that were op- 
pressed of the devil. If we compare the parallel text, 


presume all reading the phrase finger of God in Exodus, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose : 
nuderstand God the Father or his power, yet in read- | Ife shall baptize you with the holy spirit, and with 
jing spirit of the living God in Corinthians, many un- | ire.” In John i. 33, bial are informed that it was by 
| derstand the third person in thetrinity. But what ever | S€eMg the spirit descending and remaining on Jesus by 
finger of God means, and we think it will be difficult | whicp John was to know him. - He that sent me to 
to show it to mean the third person of the trinity, it | baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom 
thou shalt see the spirit descending, and remaining on 


} 


was by this ovr Lord wrought his miracles. 
Rut Be: in, let us look at Ps. viii. 3, David says, | him, the sume is he which baptizeth with the holy spir- 
'% When T consider thy heavens the work of thy fin- jit.” ie appents, that Jesus did not baptize with the 
vers.” Let every candid man say,——Does this mean holy spirit while on earth, for before he was taken up 
vany thine more than simply, ‘ ‘he work of thy power 2?” to heaven he gives us this information, that the time 
| Well, does not Job express the very same idea when| When it should be done was just at hand. ‘ John 
he says, chap. xxvi. 13, ** By his spirit he hath garn- truly baptized with water ; but ye shall be baptized with 
ished the heavens:”? And adds as an amplification of the holy spirit not many days hence,” Actsi. 5. In 
‘his meaning, * his hand hath formed thercrooked ser Acts il. we have S We full account of this baptizm, 
| pent.” Notice, what David expresses by the werd of the holy spirit which aie have already considered, 
|** fingers,” Job expresses by the word ‘ spirit,” and | It is evident that what is called being baptized with 
‘both refer to the power of God in garnishing the heav- | the holy se by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, is 
lens. In short, finger and hand, are terms indisputably | called Acts ii. 4, being “ filled with the holy spirit.” 
| used to express the power ef both God and men. Thus | It is also the same thizg which at verse 17th, Petet 











' Isaiah, chap. ii. 8, speaxing of idolaters, says, ‘* They ‘quoting the prephet Joel calls, “* pouring out of the 

; who went about doing good, and healing all that | worship the work of their own hands, that. which their, spirit,”? and is so called in other places. It is also the 
* . { - . hich « ¢ ‘ : 

}own fingers have made.”? Compare Isa. xvii. &. ‘same thing, which at verse 33 he calls, “* the promise 


Is it not then as evident as comparing scripture with of the holy epirit,” which Christ being exalted had re- 
scripture can make it, that when our Lord says he ceived of the Father, and had shed forth. And the 
cast out devils by the spirit of God, he simply meant Same thing, shin at verse 38 he calls, “ the gift of 
the power of God, even that with which God anvinted | the holy spirit.’ On these texts relating-to the bap- 
him. Acts x. 38. tism of the holy spirit | beg leave to make the follow- 


But in confirmation of these remarks, Luke ix. 43, | ing observations. 
after being told, that our Lord healed a child by re- | Ist, That by this baptism of the spirit, we ase not to 
buking the unclean spirit which possessed him, the ef: | undesstand, that the spirit had never before been en- 
fect it had on those whosaw it is thus described, ‘*And joyed, in any manner or degree by apostles and oth 


they were all amazed at the mighty. power of God.» /ers, It is evident froar o'r former letters;that Bere! 





Luke xi. 20, we find it thus written. ‘* But iff with 


Here it is.ascribed to God, and his power, as that by» lee], Edijah, Elisha, Sampson, and a teat many otber# 
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enjoyed the spirit, and that the spirit was given to 
them for various purposes and on various occasions.— 
The apostles and also the seventy disciples had un- 
yuestionably the spirit given them toa certain extent 
during our Lord’s abode on earth with them. It was 
certainly the same thing by which they spoke and 
wroaght miracles before as after the day of Pentecost. 





-ailed by our Lord himself. In Mat. x. 1, it is said, 

And when he had called unto him his twelve disci- 
. ies, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast 
‘hem out, and to heal all manner of sickness, and all 
manner of disease.”» See also Mark vi. 7. Luke ix. 
1, and x. 19. Compare Matthew x. 20, where it is 
called power and authority. And refering to the day 
of Pentecost, it is said, chap. ix. 1, that then the king- 
dom of God was to come with power. And Mark xvi. 
20, says, it was the Lord’s working with them when 
ihey wrought miracles. See also, Luke iv. 32. 36, 
and v. 17, and ix. 43. John xiv. 10. Observe here, 
that by which they wrought miracles, is called power, 
and this Jesus is said to have given them. It is also 
said, John xx. 22, that Jesus ** breathed on them, and 
saith unto them, receive ye the holy spirit.” These 
texts not only shew, that our Lord’s disciples, before 
the day of Pectecost, had a portion of the holy spirit, 


but that it was considered to be the power of God work- | 


ing with them. 

2d. The baptism of the holy spirit, and the various 
expressions used, such as pouring out, and being filled 
with the spirit, do not signify that a different thing 


should be enjoyed by persons under this dispensation | 


from that of the former, but I think refer to the fol- 
lowing. 


1st. The abundant manner of its bestowment, or the | 


plenitude of the gifts conferred. The spirit of the 
Lord, given under the former dispensation, was confin- 
ed to one or two gifts confered on individuals. ‘The 
spirit of the Lord which moved Sampson, operated 
chiefly, if not entirely in the way of mere bodily 
strength. That bestowed on Bazaleel, in the way of 
wisdom to devise, and execute cunning works for the 
tabernacle. In the prophets, in speaking of future 
events, which were to happen. Toafew, were yiven 
the power of working miracles, such as Moses, and F- 
lijah, and Elisha. &c. But if we attend to the persons 
said to be baptised with the holy spirit, they instantly 
spake various languages, were led into all truth, in- 
spired with boldness in the face of danger and death to 
preach it, and to confirm the word spoken with signs 
following. Heb. ii. 3,4. In regard to the abundance 
of the powers or gifts God confered, it might with pro- 
priety be called “* being baptised with the holy spirit.” 
But even under the new dispensation, the holy spirit 
was given to all by measure the Saviour excepted.— 
The apostles next to him enjoyed the largest measure. 
‘The spirit was given to every man to profit, but every 
man did not enjoy every gift ofthe spirit. See 1 Cor. 
ehapt. 12th. 

2d. The multitude of persons, on whom it should be 
confered under the new, compared with those under 
the old dispensation. The bestowment of the spirit, 
was chiefly, if not entirely confined, during the greater 
part of the period before Christ’s coming to the nation 
of the Jews. ‘This was even the case also during our 
Lord’s ministry. Not only so but the spirit was given 
to but a very few comparatively of that nation.-- 
Though false prophets often abounded, the true pro- 
phets of the Lord were but few at ail times, and some- 
times but one or two were to be found among Israel. 
The spirit or power to work miracles before the day of 
Pentecost, appears to have been confined chiefly to 
the twelve and to the seventy. But, when this bap- 
tism of the spirit, or the promise of Joel was fulfilled 
on the day of Pentecost, observe the difference. 
only were their tons and daughters to prophesy, but 
@he spirit also was to ve poured out on the men ser- 
yauts, and maid servants. Indeed on the day of Pen- 





tecost, Peter addressing the Jews, says indiscriminally 
to them, ‘* Repent, and be baptised every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the holy spirit. For 
the promise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 


———————— 


of the Jews, nor to a few of that nation, but was to be 


tiles also was poured out the gift of the holy spirit.” 
And as Peter, ** began tospeak the holy spirit fell on 
them as on us at the beginning.”> This reminded Pe- 
ter of our Lord’s words, for he adds, ** Then remem- 
bered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John 
indeed baptised with water ; but ye shall be baptised 
with the holy spirit... [ may just notice, that in this 
text the spirit is not only called a gilt, but it is evident, 
that it’s falling on men, is the explanation and fulfil- 
ment ef what our Lord called, ** bu 3 baptised with 
the holy spirit.” 

3d. I may add, the constant nature of its contin- 
uance. Our Lord told his apostles, that the comforter 
; which he was to send them, was to abide with them 
forever. Under the former dispensation, the spirit 
was not only given to a few, but even on those, it only 





came occasionally. Between the period of the com- 
pletion of the old, and commencement o1 the new dis- 
pensation, four hundred years intervened, in which 
‘there was no communications of the spirit; but ghe 


apostles enjoyed it uninterruptedly during their Tife- 


time, until the doctrine and laws of Christ’s kingdom | ** 


/ were established. How long it was evjoved after the 


much consequence to us. 
lam yours, 


MiIxkROs. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
LETTER TO THE REV. WALTER BALFOUR. 


, Fen. 27, 1825. 


ject of your ** Inquiry into the sc riptural import of the 
words Sheol, Hades, Tartarus au.) Ge henna.” 
ject which you justly observe, is of immense interest 
| to the whole human race, and ove on which ny mind 
has been greatly exercised for several years. | have 
done this also under a ficticious name for reasons which 
‘are to my mind substantial and important, but which 
,it is not necessary for me to mention. A number ot 
years since, | united with a church, which, among oth- 
‘er doctrines, professes the one of eternal punishment 
‘for all the wicked in a future state of being. This 
‘doctrine l as fully believed at that time, and for the 
succeeding few years as any member among thein; at 


‘length however, I was led by mere accident to peruse 


| 
' 
! 
‘ 


‘fest, together with his thorough kuowledge of the 
scriptures and his argumeuts, which were to me per 
‘fectly irresistible, led me to entertain serious doubts 
about the eternity of hell torments; siuce that time | 
jhave read all the writings on both sides of the argu- 
' ment which were within my reach. I commenced the 
examination of this subject with strong prepossessions 
in favor of the doctrine which I proiessed to believe, 
j}and with the same feeliugs of contempt for the oppo- 
| site one, whith I can now perceive in my brethren a- 
| round me, and which | know from experience to be 
, the legitimate offspring of iguorance and bigotry. 1 
| have however had, up to the time of reading your “In- 


Not ; quiry,”? a real difficulty on the very identical subject 


into which you have so ably inquired, to wit, the na- 
ture and time of the punishment, which is so fearfully 


Lord our God shall call.” Acts ii. 38,39. The | 


~ow let us see how this thing is expressed or what it is (holy spirit, was now not to be confived to the nation | 


enjoyed by Gentiles as well as Jews. ‘Thus we find it} 
said, Acts x. 44, and xi. 15--18, ** That on the Gen-| 


age of the apostles, is not definitely settled, nor is it of 


Rev. and Dear Sir.--I have taken the liberty (al- | 
ithough a total stranger) of writing to you on the sub- | 


A sub- ; 


| openly denied by the orthodox of 1825. 
with considerable attention the works.of Winchester ; | 0f the Unitarian controversy, and Dr. Beecher’s letter 
‘the simplicity and candus which be seemed to mani- [to the Editor of the Christian Examiner, as published 
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Sheol, Ilades, Tartarus and Gehenna. These difficu). 
ties, | am now happy to say are entirely removed and 
I feel coustrained to acknowledge your book as the ins 

strument ef their removal, and shall not fail to recom. 
mend it to others, who may be willing to €Xamine the 
subject with that candor and impartiality Which its 
importance demands. Since I have had my doubts on 

this subject, I have mentioned it to several of m 
brethren, and have called upon them to fortify the old 
doctrine with substantial proof from the bible, This I 
deemed as their bounden duty if it was within their 
_power; but for the most part they have Contented 
, themselves with reiterating arguments which appear. 
|ed to me to be weak and frivolous to the last degree 
,and seriously warning me against an error (in their 
| View) of the most hopeless and fatal kind,—some of 
, them however I found who frankly confessed that the 
|had been eXereised in the same way that | had 
| been, and geemed to rejoice in the views which I ex. 
|pressed. ‘There are several professing christians of my 
| acquaintance, whom I know to be decidedly in these 
| vie ws, and whose christian characters stand as fairas 
those of their brethren. There are also several others 
‘whom I suspect, but with whom I have a very slight 

acquaintance. I must not omit to mention the circum. 
stances of one case, it is as follows: Being accident. 
pally in company with a brother of another church, he 
;commenced the subject by asking me—* Where do 
you find in the whole Bible, that the penalty of the 
| divine law is eternal death?” TI replied, that! had 
} thought on the subject before, and must confess that ] 
‘could not find it any where; he quickly answered, 
neither cau |.°? He continuec, * some time ago | 


‘was challenged for the scripture proof of such a doce 

trine, and | have searched the bible through, but 
without meeting the least proof.” Itis un -ecessary 
ito add, that our ivtercourse from that time has been 
| fre quent and delightful, Another brother to whom] 
ihare alluded above, in conversation with a minister 
| ot oue of cur churches on the subject of praying for alt 
' waukind indiscriminately, received for reply toa ques 
‘tion by himself, that be (the winister) did not know 
but all men who are now alive would be finally 
saved. 

My opinion. in common with that of many others, is, 
‘that at the present time, the doctrine of bell torments 
iu a future state of existence, is extensively doubted 
‘even by professing christians, and perhaps by some 

minister; pulpit eloquence however, as well as pud- 
‘lic opinion, is strongly im favor of the doctrine, and 
people net being ab'e to combat the one, or to stem 
the torreut of the other, are generally satisfied with 
euioying their own faith in secret. I confidently look 
forward to the time as being not far distant, when the 
doctrine in question will be openly desied by many 
churches who now make it a fundamental article of 
their creed. Whe would have thought twenty years 
ago, that the old doctrine of original sin, would be 
See Reviews 


in the Christian Spectator.) It is an old adage, that the 
darkest time, is immediately before day ; and it is sl 
taiu that there never has been so much deadly bostili- 
ty and opposition to what appears to us to be the 
truth, at any former period as there is at the present 
time. All the complicated machinery of influence, 
declamation, igtiorance, bigotry, and every thing else, 
except sound argument and just criticism is put 19 Te 
quisition, and the pulpit, the press, and the conference 
room, literally groan under the burden—but the truth 
of God will ultimately prevail, error will be compel- 
led to flee, and the glorious truth of God’s universal 
goodness will triumph over all opposition. The means 
which are necessary to accomplish this end, are able, 
faithful, and above all cundid expositions of scripture 
evidence on this subject; any other will be worse than 
useless. I have seen and heard many things from 





|} exbibited in the scriptures, uoder the ** Emblems” of 
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Universalists, both in preaching and in writing which 
have given me pain, though at the same time I freely 
acknowledge, that I have discovered more candor 
among them, than among those of other denomi- 
nations. It is true that they are compelled to 
encounter more abuse, than almost any other denomi- 
nation, and the epithet of Universalist, is, with maby 
persons, quite as abominable and terrific, as that of 
mad dog, and whoever is first, to put down and ruin 
the one, is in the view of such persons, as truly the 
friend of the Commanity,as he who destroys the other. 
There is one fact which | shal] mention in this place, 
and that is, the prodigious degree of ignorance which 
exists on this subject, even among ministers: ] have 
had frequent opportunities of observing the manner in 
which our ablest divines manage this subject, and 
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others, there we find carving and ability,—but when 
@ question is civily. put to them which involves the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, a question too, whicb 
has, perhaps, grown out of one of their own assertions. 
why, all the reply which they make is, that their time 
does not permit a reply, or that the inquirer is consid- 
ered to be a confirmed Universalist, and is therefore 
(as it is infered) unworthy of notice, or that they can- 
not interpret scripture in the same manner. But, let 
me ask, what would Prof. Stuart, for example, have 
said, if any one had replied to his ‘* Letters,” in such 
away? Would he have been satisfied that his argu- 


he not have considered such a reply as a tacit confes- 
sion on the part of his opponente, that his arguments 
were irresistible? [think he would, and with very 


have been truly surprised at the little acquaintance! good reason, for if | should be told by him, . by 


with it, which they have uniformly manifested—how 
to account for this, | Know not, except on the supposi- 
tion that having never perhaps heard their favorite 
doctrine called in question by any one of whose pioty, 
learning or talents, they had formed any very favora- 
ble opinion, they at once conclude that he who does 
this must be either a mad man, or a reprobate, one 


who is given up of God to total blindness of mind and | 


hardness of heart, “to believe a lie that he may be | 
damned.” But however this may have been for the 
past, the time has now come when such an excuse 
will avail no longer, the subject is exciting a deep in- 
terest in the community; ** Universalisi (to borrow 
the words of the Rev. Ward Locke, of Chesterville, 
Me.) prevails lo an alarming extent’”*—and people will 
not much longer be satisfied with either the silence or 
ignorance, and may I not add, uncandid management 
of their teachers; no, they will be compelled to meet 
the subject fairly and candidly, or their influence is 
goue ; evasion and perversion have been the order of 
the day long enough, and the clergy may rest assured, 


that in future, something more to the point will be ex- | 


pected fromthem. It will not, I presume, be pretend- 
ed, that our clergy are ignorant on most other subjects ; 
that they are so on the one under consideration, |! ful- 


ly believe for the following reasons—first, sv far as i 


am acquainted with either their preaching or writing | 
1 f=] ° 


on this subject, they’have in almost every case deciin 
ed “ taking (as we say) the bull by the horas; a 
string of texts, and parts of texts, takem out of thet 
connexion totally perverted and misapplied, have been 


almost the sum total of their scripture proof. I ce:- 


tainly have too good an opinion of them to charge this} 


to their hearts; they doubtless think that their quota- 
tions are correct, and express the truth as it stands in 
the bible; this is proof to my mind, that they do not 
understand the arguments of their opponents. ihey 
also tell us that the serpent first preached the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation to our first mother in Eden ; this 
is also proof to me that they are not acquainted with 
either the doctrine or the arguments of their opponents, 
for ifthey were, they surely would never make use of 
this fact as an argument against a doctrine which can, 
in no point of view, claim so near a relationship to if, 
as can their own; they also tell us, that if all men are 
flaally saved, there could have been no reason for the 
Philipian jailor, or any other person to inquire “* what 
must I do to be saved.” ‘his is another reason for my 
Opinion as expressed above, for if they had carefully 
considered the subject they would have perceived that 
this inquiry is just as reasonable on the supposition 
that all will finally be saved, as on the supposition 
that a part will certainly be saved, and a part as cer- 
tainly lost, they would in short have perceived that 
the certainty in either case would form the objection, 
if any there be, and not the mere number of the saved 


any other man, that the penalty of the law is eter- 
nal death, and if on my demanding proof, I should be 
put off with such a plea, I should conclude, that he 
had none to give. 

It is understood to be your intention to publish anoth- 
er, dition of your work ina cheaper form. 
bat hope that in case you shou! dys 
may be sent to this place (\ 
the post mark.) I have po dou! 
be disposed of among us,  ‘Wnie hs 
in haste, amid the bustle of 
is very little used to writing 
ogy for any inaccuracies w 
it. You are at liberty to ma 
of it, only be scrupulously cautic 
place from whence it came. or 
which might lead to exr 


I cannot 
fow copies at least 
you will learn from 
ata number might 

r has been written 
ees, and by one who 
must be my apol- 

iy be discovered in 
hat use you please 

, not to disclose the 
ther circumstance 

-¢ | wish for the pre- 


sent to remain concealed. “Shon!d i ever have an op- 
portunity, I shall certainly ay myself of an inter- 
view. 


noon faith. 
InacineR. 
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'i>-The following are extracts fr 


| eda(the opening of ihe Indepenc mgregational 
| Church,in Barton Square, Salem, Viass. 
By tionary COLMAN, 


** Of religious worship, too, we add (hat it should be 


‘yational and true. 


remnonial in worship, it is not matter of essential mo- 


With regard to what is purely ce- 


iment, provided it is decent, and not grotesque or un- 
‘patural or painful. That form, which is most simple, 
|afiectionate, and impressive is toe be chosen ; but from 
|the different habits, tempers, characters, and educa- 
| tion of men, this must be different to different individ- 


lwals. Whether therefore a man is used to say, or read, 
or chant his prayers, to stand, or kneel, or sit, or after 


jupon the ground iu profound abasement; whether to 
cross himself with holy water, to burn incense before 
God and let its curling clouds-perfume his temple ; or 
to worship the Supreme Being in silent meditation, 
and offer only the incense of an intellectual homage 
aud pure and grateful affections, is an affair in whuch he 
is at liberty to choose for himself but not for his neigh- 
bor; and while in his choice he seeks only that, which 
from education, or sympathy, or habit, is most affect- 
ing and improving to himself, he cannot choose wrong. 

“ We would not on this subject be mistuderstood. 
We are far from regarding all forms of worship as 
equally indifferent. It is of the first importance that 
every religious service should have a meaning; it 
should be expressive ; it should be sentimental; but 





or lost. It was remarked alove, that our clergy are 
not unacquainted with most other subjects in divinity. 
The question between them and the Unitarians, for 
example, is perfectly well understood by them: for 
Yroof of this, look at the writings of Prof. Stuart aod 





the excitement of feeling is not the sole end of relig- 
ious worsbip. Devotion iu its highest character im- 
plies that the feelings be powerfully moved and ele- 


vated: but the feclings way be too auch excited even 


‘mon preach- | 


the custem of Eastern homage, to prostrate himself 





in religion; and this they always are, where they pass 
beyond the control of reason, where they have not a 
distinct and worthy object, and serve only to blind the 
understanding and disturb the judgment. I hope not 
to give offence if | speak of my own experience ; and 
I must acknowledge that my feelings have never been 
so powerlully affected as, on more than one occasion, 
at an evening service of the Methodists, whom as a 
a class of christians I highly esteem and respect.— 
There, in a crowded congregation, in a heated room, 
dimly lighted, late at night, where every object around 


ments were destitute of force? So far from this, would+ seemed m violent agitation, some were leaping in ex» 


tasy, and others falling prostrate in the ghastliness of 
death, and others racked with the agonies of convul- 
sions; where sometimes the elevated chorus burst 
upon the ear in notes as melodious as a seraph’s strain, 
_and then were suddenly succeeded by shrieks, which 
‘pierced the soul, and groans which made me shudder, 
i stood like the interested spectator on the brink of a 
deep and tumbling cataract, where, stunned and be- 
-wildered by the noise, his attention is so intensely fix. 
ed upon the turbulence and frenzy of the waters, that 
he is prompted himself unconscieusly to take the fatal 
plunge and swim on in the gushing and foming torrent. 
Yet upon reflection I could not satisfy myself that the 
moral tendency of such excitements was beneficial ; 
and so far from being able, with these honest and good 
people, to look upon this as the miraculous operations 
of God’s spirit, I believe it to be an affai: that may be 
_got up on any such occasion, by the same means, and 


under the same circumstances.”’ 
* + « * * * * 

** Or the prayers which are offered to God, we ob- 
serve that they should be rational aud true. This 
‘should not be said, if it were not that many of the 
| prayers, which are offered to God, are neither true nor 
|rational. ‘This often arises from a laudable reverence 
for the sacred scriptures, which leads to the indiserim- 
| inate use of the language of the holy writings ; as. 
| though, if language be found there, it may be safely 
used upon any and all occasions. The language of 
the scriptures is much of it most sublime, proper, af- 
| fecting, and consolatory ; some of the strains of its de- 
| votional poetry are exquisitely touching, and cannot 
' be read without emotion. But much of it is local, oc- 
‘ casional, historical ; and cannot, except by a violent 
‘poetical license, be applied to persons, places, and 





! 


| things as differentas possible from those, which exist- 
ed at the time when these writings were made. Is it 
not surprising, my friends, and I say it without mean- 
' ing any thing invidious and with all possible respect 
for a form of worship, to which the prejudices of edu- 
cation attach me, that a church, eminent both for its 
| learning and piety, should persevere iu the indiscrimi- 
nate use of the Psalms of David as an act of religious 
worship ; and, with the best feelings towards a!] me 
‘should go ov, week after week, reciting David's im- 
precations against his enemies, (see particularly Ps. 
_clx,) and his songs of triamph over the Philistines ; 
|and utter in a christian congregation, in the niveteenth 
‘century, as an office of worship to God, such passages 
‘as these, to quote no other: ** Gilead is mine; Ma- 
nasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of mine 
head; Judah is my lawgiver; Moab is my wash-pot ; 
over Edom willl cast out my shoe; Philistia be thou 
‘glad of me; who will lead me into the strong cily ; 
| who will bring me into Edom?” Ps, lx. 7. Does this 
mean any thing in a christian congregation? What 
can we be thinking of, when we presume to address 
God in such language as this? .'t is indeed irrations! ; 
and not all the authority of the most remote prescri;- 
tion, nor of all the couneils or synods or pre+byteries or 
porliaments, that were ever congregated, can make if 
tolerable. We kuow the authority of antiquity wih 
‘some men; Lut no plea of dntiquily ought exer to 
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check inquiry into the expediency of things. Innova- 
tions ought not to be made in long established cus- 
toms without strong and obvious reasons of propriety 
and utility; but when the propriety and utility of an 
alteration are certain, make it, although you could 
trace the custom through the darkest and to the ear- 
liest ages. Is the world never to become wiser ? For 
our own part, to this plea of antiquity, which is so of- 
ten and pertinaciously urged against every attempt at 
improvement, we answer, as on a former occasion, 
with a distinguished philosopher: ‘ Antiquity, I un- 
feignedly honor; but why I should be bound to rever- 
ence the rust and refuse thereof, | am yet to seek. om 
in the little so in the great world, reason will tell | 
that old age or antiquity is to be accounted by the | 
farther distance from the beginning and the nearer ap- 
proach to the end; and as grey beards are for wisdom 








because they have more experience in affairs, so like- 
wise for the same cause, the present times are to be | 
preferred before the infancy and youth of the world, | 
having the history and practice of former ages to in-| 
form us which they wanted. In disgracing the present 
times therefore you disgrace antiquity properly so cal- 
led.’* 

‘In our congregational churches too, we often hear 
the language of the scriptures employed in a most im 
proper manner, as when, for example, because St. 
Paul, most deeply numbled and wretched at the recol 








minion ; and not satisfied with men’s being good, to 
But such | 


insist upon their becoming so in their way. 
auth rity it is very difficult for an independent mind to 
acknowledge. The divine right of the priesthood like 
the divine right of kings, is a chimera. There is a 


proper respect, which every sensible and well bred | 
man will pay to official character; but beyond that, | 


let a minister be valued and loved only for his virtues 
and talents, his zeal in his duties, and bis faithful de- 
votion to the benevolent offices of his profession. If it 
is your misfortune to be debared the privilege of bring- 
ing your children to the baptismal font, or of commem- 
orating the blessed memory of your Saviour in the way 


of his appointment with your fellow christians, by the 


presumption of any minister or any church to whose 
arbitrary requisitions you cannot ceniorm, and your sit- 


uation is such that you cannot avail yourselves of 
and judgment to be preferred before young green heads,| these advantages in any other church, you may then 


baptise your children for yourself, and celebrate the | 


Lord’s supper in your own house. It should indeed 
be an extreme case to render such a measure as this 
necessary or expedient; but such cases may occar, 
and when they do, you need have no hesitation as to 
your duty and your rights. I know | expose myself, 
tothe reproach of wishing to throw the churches into 
disorder. I have no fears on that ground. The at- 
tempts to produce what is commonly called order in 
the churches, that is an entire conformity in faith or 
worship, the attempts of men and minisfers and church- 


lection of his violent and bloody persecution of the es to control other men, and other ministers and other 
christians, coniessed himself the chief of sinners, (1 Tim. | churcbes, have been the chief cause of all the disorder 
i. 15,) the minister goes on to coafess, in behalt of his} and divisions and animosities, which have distracted 
congregation, that they are ali the chief of sinners, as | the christian community; and priestcraft and eccle- 
though this could possibly be true of any mixed assem- | siastical domination, under every form and in their 
bly ; or as though any could be chief were all are | most remote advances, are to be resisted as long as re- 


equal; or because such an expression occurs in the | sistance is possible. 
scriptures, in allusion to a custon prevalent among the | christian barmouy but mutual forbearance 


There is no other foundation ot 


; aud men 


Israelites, he prays that his congregation may be puri- ; must learn to allow to others in full measure the rights, 


fied with hyssop, and then they wil! be clean. Ps. li.7.) which they claim for themselves. 


j mean not, my friends, to treat such a subject as this 
with levity. 
evils to be amended must be fully exposed ; and it is | 
time that the common sense of the community should 
correct such improprieties asthese. Prayer isa direct | 
address to God, who is infivitely above us; who sees 


every thing, and observes the most secret emotions of | 
our hearts; and who knows us much better than we | 
know ourselves. No duty can be more solemn, and 
no situation more affecting; and though we should 
gladly avail ourselves of the elevated devotional lan- 
guage of the scriptures, where it can be done with 
propriety, yet our first object in such services should 


be tospeak always and only the language of truth and 
soberness.”’ 
* %* * * * * * 


“ The usefulness of the christian ministry is great ; 


‘ren: brethren 





the appointment of a class of men, who are supported | 


by the community, that they may give their time and 
study and attention to prepare themselves to guide the 
devotional services of a society, to dispense religious 
and moral instructions, and to preside in assemblies for 
religious worship, is a most valuable .nstitution ; and 
an enlightened, rational, serious, and affectionate min- 
istry is one of the greatest blessings, which a commu- 
nity can enjoy. But the situation of such men brings 
with it peculiar temptations. Permitted and expected 
often to speak with authority, where they cannot be 
contradicted, holding a situation of great personal in- 
fluence, and treated often with an extravagant defer- 
ence, greatly flattered and caressed, and having in 
general bat an imperfect knowledge of human nature, 
because they seldom see men in their true character, 
as there is commonly a great deal of disguise practised 
in their presence, they are liable to become self-con- 
ceited, dogmatical, and overbearing; and desirous to 


o? 
subject the consciences of men to their spiritual do- 





* Hakewill, quoted by Law, Theo. of Rel. p. 197. 





Allare God's child- 
f the eame family, and in his sight 


It is a most serious subject; but some | there are no distinctions but those of moral virtue.’ 








SELECTED. 
THE CONSOLATION, 


As through time’s barren wilds | roam, 

With aching beat and visage sad ; 
A lonely pilgrim, Jar trom home, 

In pature’s scanty vestments clad ; 
Who shal! i: 
Who raise iny head, or soothe my pain ? 
Whoteach me Zion’s heights to rise ? 
Who clothe me in immortal guise ? 


y weary limbs sustain? 


When fearful peverty enthrals, 
When hate annoys, and friendship fails, 
When danger’s vengeful frown appals, 
When faiat despondency prevails, 
Who shall untading riches give ? 
Who aid aud counsel while I live ? 
Who my eternal refuge prove? 


Who raise my hopes to joys above ? 


When disappointments sink my soul, 

When pain and langor seize my frame, 
When care’s oppresive billows roll, 

When sin and sorrow boast their claim, 
Whose hand shall bind the breken heart ? 
Who life and saving health impart ? 

Who hush the storm to heavenly peace ? 
And speak my pardon and release ? 


My Saviour—God! with thee the power, 
These mortal trials to remove, 

Or pluck from earth hope’s fading flower, 
And bid it bloom in climes above. 


Before thy altar, Jo! | bow, 

To thee renew my sacred vow; 
Renounce the world, thy counsel prize, 
And upward lift my waiting eyes, 


— — 








WHEN TO LEAVE OFF DRINKING, 


When you feel particularly desirons of havine 
er glass, leave off; you have had enongh, . 

When you look at a distant object, and appear t 
see two, leave off; you have had too much. . 

When you knock over your class, spill your wine 
upon the table, are unable te recollect the words of 
a song you have been in the habit of singing the | 
dozen years, leave the Company; you are 
blesome. 

When you nod in the chair, fall over the hearth rye 


or lurch on your neigbbor’s shoulder, go to bed you 
’ 
are drunk.-—Economnzet. 





anoth- 


ast 
getting trou. 
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TITHES IN IRELAND, 

Ata meeting on We dnesday se’night, of the Ca- 
tholic Association in Dublin, Mr. O’C onnell read the 
following document in MS. which had been posted u 
in the town of Ballymore, on the 12th of last May. 
which he stated should be brought before Parliamept, 
** ‘To be sola by public cant, [auction] in the town of 
Ballymore, on Saturday, the 15th inst. one cow, the 
property of Jame Scully, one new bed sheet, and one 
gown, the property of John Quin, 7 hanks of yarn, the. 
property of the Widow Scott, and one petticoat, and 
one apron, the property of the Widow Gallagher ; seiz- 
ed under. and by virtue of a levying warrant, for tithe, 
due to the Varsen Jobn Usher. Dated this 12th day 
May, lov4.°— Late Paper. ; 


— 2) - 

New (Unitarian) Society in Northampton. 

We voderstand that “ir. E. B. Hall, from the Theo 
logical Sc} | Cambridge, has accepted the invita- 
tion of the -ecerd Congregational Society in North- 
ampton, to preacl to them for the present, with a view 
to -ettiement, when the new church, which they are 
not commencing, shall be completed.—-Ca. Register. 





chardsou’s Communication and the Re- 
re reccived: but as the paper was supplied, 
be deterred until next week. 
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PROPOSALS 
EY 
J.T. BEEBE, FOR PUBLISHING BY 
SUBSCRIPTION 
.2 COURSE OF LECTURES, IN THIRTEEN 
NUMBERS, 
ON THE FOLLOWING SUBIFCTS: 

1. The character of God. 2. His object in the’ 
creation of man. 5. The strength, wisdom, goodness: 
and certainty of his every purpose. 4. Origival tin. 
5. Total depravity. 6. Vicarious suffering, or imput- 
ed guilt ana@ righteousness. 7. Election and reproba- 
tion. & The unity of God. 9. The character of 
/Christ. 10. The object of his mission. 11. The stic 
cess of his undertwking. 12. ‘Jhe homage of heart and 
‘life due to God for the love. wisdom and power dis 
played in creation, providence, and grace. 13. The 
morality of the gospel, or the religion of christians.— 
By Rev. Joun Bisse, Jr. Who is now'delivering the 
above Lectures in the Universalist Civurch in this city 
‘The course will probably be completed in April or May, 
and the Lectures will be printed as soon as possible 
after delivery. They will be printed on good paper 
and afiorded to subscribers for 12 1-2 cents each num- 
bers. 

The above werk will probably contain about 200 
pages (octavo,) and will be put to press as soon asa 
sofficient number of subscribers shall be obtained to 
warrant the ui dertaking. 

Persons holding subscriptions for the above work, 
are requested to forward them to the publisher as ea 
ly as possible. 

/ N. B. Should there be three hundred subscribers to 
the above work, it will be sold for One Dollar. 

Hartford, Con. March 12,1825. | 

Religious Inquirer. 


Just received and for Sale at this Office, Two ie 
courses in one pamphlet, 32 pages, delivered = owe 
way, Mass. by Rev. D. Prck erin, price 20 cents-— 
Also an Address delivered before Mount Vernon Lode’ 
Providence, R. I. on the anniversary of Gen. ohn 
ington’s Birth-day, and the annual election fe 
in said Lodge, by the Rev. D. Pickering.-Peice 12° 
scents, 
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